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Executive Summary 

The dissemination activity around the demo site in Solothurn was a joined effort between the partners 

in WP3, coordinated by RES and SVGW. The dissemination is seen as a key activity to increase the 

awareness for the relevant stakeholders about the power-to-gas technology in general, as well as 

the specific technology demonstrated in Solothurn, Switzerland. 

Solothurn is located in the north-western part of Switzerland. On the demo site, the energy hub 

‘Hybridwerk Aarmatt’ is already present with a hydrogen production by electrolysis and subsequent 

injection into the gas grid. The STORE&GO methanation plant was integrated into the energy hub, 

when the project started in 2016. The experience with the dissemination and guided tours of the 

energy hub ‘Hybridwerk Aarmatt’ with the hydrogen production, which were done in 2013–2016, was 

a solid base for the activities in the frame of the STORE&GO project.  

The target groups for the dissemination at Solothurn are politicians, administration and associations 

from the energy & environment sector, gas industry, companies and interested citizens, from Swit-

zerland, Europe and other countries. The main objectives in the dissemination are to inform about 

the power-to-gas technology, to highlight its contribution to the energy transition and to increase 

awareness and acceptance in politics and within the population. 

The intended target groups were: 

- Politicians and administration from the energy & environment sector  

- Companies / customers / associations from energy & environment sector, especially from 

gas industry  

- Interested citizens, as well as teacher / students from technical schools and academia  

The main stakeholders were identified and were invited to targeted events to allow a tailored dis-

semination. Nearly 300 persons attended the specific organised events on the demo site and nearly 

1000 persons have made a guided tour on the STORE&GO plant until end of February 2020. Addi-

tionally, on other events in a neighbouring canton in November 2019, more than 570 attendants have 

been informed about the technology and performance of the plant. A specific focus was put on the 

information of the gas industry and people from the energy sector, with targeted events and publica-

tions in technical journals. Events organised within the gas industry were held on the demo site to 

enhance the visibility and show the importance for such a demonstration plant.  

The dissemination activity has been very successful, which can be seen by the following numbers: 

- 7 press releases 

- 7 videos on the plant and the technology 

- Large media response with TV, radio and print / online press coverage, especially for the 

inauguration event in January 2019 and the Watt d’Or award ceremony in January 2020 

- Nearly 1000 persons in the guided tours 

- Additionally, nearly 300 persons for special events at the PtG plant with subsequent guided 

tours 

- 7 events organised on the demo site, the events with the highest impact were: 
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o Visit Swiss Commission of Environment, Spatial Planning and Energy (Kommission 

für Umwelt, Raumplanung und Energie, Urek-N), Oct 2017 

o Event of research of the Swiss gas industry (Forschungstag der Schweizerischen 

Gasindustrie), June 2018 

o Inauguration event January 2019 

o STORE&GO Full project meeting January 2019 

o Event on operation experience, December 2019 

In January 2020, the STORE&GO plant in Solothurn did win the ‘Watt d’Or 2020’, awarded by the 

Swiss Federal Office of Energy for innovative energy projects. During the award ceremony with 830 

invited persons, a further increase in awareness for the power-to-gas technology was achieved. 

Especially the choice of the demo site patron, Dr. phil. Stefan Müller-Altermatt, who is member of 

the Swiss Commission of Environment, Spatial Planning and Energy (Kommission für Umwelt, 

Raumplanung und Energie, Urek-N), increased significantly the awareness of the power-to-gas tech-

nology among politicians from the energy & environment sector. 

Additional publications on conferences or in technical journals are reported in WP9. 

The dissemination and communication activities have significantly contributed to create awareness 

of the renewable gases and the power-to-gas technology and the targeted groups were addressed. 

Also from the size of the power-to-gas plant, a realistic picture of the operation of a commercial plant 

could be drawn. Throughout the year, beyond the end of the STORE&GO project, the dissemination 

will continue. 

One can assume the STORE&GO project contributed to the implementation of the first commercial 

power-to-gas Plant in the canton of Zuerich. This plant is under construction and will be commis-

sioned in 2021. 

As a continued activity, the experience gained in the STORE&GO project will be incorporated into 

the SVGW guidelines for the Swiss gas grid for gas quality in the distribution grid (SVGW G18) and 

the injection of renewable gases (SVGW G13). Both guidelines are under revision and the updated 

version will be published latest by end of 2021. 
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1 Introduction 

The present report summarizes the dissemination activities within Work Package 3. All the partners 

were involved in the dissemination tasks, coordinated by RES and SVGW. The dissemination is 

seen as a key activity to increase the awareness for the relevant stakeholders about the power-to-

gas technology in general, as well as the specific technology demonstrated in Solothurn, Switzer-

land. 

Solothurn is located in the north-western part of Switzerland. On the site of the power-to-gas plant 

was already a hydrogen production by electrolysers installed with injection into the natural gas grid. 

This hydrogen production was integrated into an energy hub, where the waste heat of the electro-

lysers is recovered. This site is called ‘Hybridwerk Aarmatt’ and could be visited during 2014–2016 

through a guided tour. This experience of the organisation of the guided tours was very useful in 

setting up the dissemination activities for the STORE&GO methanation plant. The methanation plant 

is one of the three power-to-gas demonstration plants in the STORE&GO project. The STORE&GO 

plant in Solothurn is a showcase how an innovative technology can contribute to the energy transi-

tion, especially due to its integration in the already existing energy hub ‘Hybridwerk Aarmatt’. 

The target groups for the dissemination at Solothurn are politicians, administration and associations 

from the energy & environment sector, gas industry, companies and interested citizens, from Swit-

zerland, Europe and other countries. The main objectives in the dissemination are to inform about 

the power-to-gas technology, to highlight its contribution to the energy transition and to increase 

awareness and acceptance in politics and within the population. 
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2 Definition of target group / visitors 

The main objectives in the dissemination are to inform about the power-to-gas technology, to high-

light its contribution to the energy transition and to increase awareness and acceptance in politics 

and within the population.  

The intended target groups were: 

- Politicians and administration from the energy & environment sector  

- Compagnies / customers / associations from energy & environment sector, especially from 

gas industry  

- Interested citizens, as well as teacher / students from technical schools and academia  

The STORE&GO project results are communicated and disseminated to the public and the relevant 

stakeholders, such as the European Commission, local and national governments. This is reflected 

in the activities with the special events on the demo sites, e.g. inauguration. Especially due to the 

legislation process in Switzerland, a sound information and awareness of the politicians, administra-

tions and population is a key factor. Therefore, special activities were planned to increase awareness 

among those groups, e.g. choice of demo site patron, visit of Swiss Commission of Environment, 

Spatial Planning and Energy. 

The political and regulatory aspects on a European level have been mainly addressed through the 

activities of WP9, such as political events held in Brussels. 

The major part of the events and activities were addressed to the first two target groups. The events 

were in general combined with a demo site visit. The physical visit is always a key element in in-

creasing awareness and acceptance for a new technology. 

The interested citizens (third group) were especially addressed through events outside the demo 

site, such as the ‘Energie-apero’ (see chapter 3.10). 

The dissemination activities on the Solothurn plant have been tailored to the different target groups 

and some events were made with special emphasis on either political, regulatory aspects, technol-

ogy or on increasing awareness of the technology in general. 

 



D3.7 Dissemination activities around demonstration plant in Solothurn Page 9 of 66 

3 Dissemination Activities 

3.1 Demo site homepage 

A dedicated page for the STORE&GO project was installed on the homepage of Regio Energie 

Solothurn (Figure 3-1), where the main characteristics of the project are published including photos, 

videos and presse releases. 

https://www.regioenergie.ch/de/regio-energie-solothurn/hybridwerk/storego/ 

.  

Figure 3-1: Impression of the STORE&GO page on the Regio Energie Solothurn homepage https://www.regi-
oenergie.ch/de/regio-energie-solothurn/hybridwerk/storego/ 
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During the project, this site is updated by Regio Energie Solothurn on a regular basis and new 

events, videos, press releases are added. The site was intended to ensure that the current status of 

the STORE&GO plant was documented, and all information could easily be found. 

3.2 Demo site patron 

For the demo site a mentor was found in the person of Dr. phil. Stefan Müller-Altermatt (National 

Council Member of the Environment, Spatial Planning and Energy Commission). The mentor will be 

the “face” of the demo site and the main presenter at the inauguration of the plant.  

Dr. phil. Stefan Müller-Altermatt was an ideal candidate to ensure that the politicians in the energy 

section were aware of the project and of the power-to-gas technology in general. 

 

.  

Figure 3-2: Demo site patron of STORE&GO Plant in Solothurn: Dr. phil. Stefan Müller-Altermatt, Nationalrat  
(National Council) Member of the Environment, Spatial Planning and Energy Commission 

The demo site patron is member of the Swiss Commission of Environment, Spatial Planning and 

Energy (Kommission für Umwelt, Raumplanung und Energie, Urek-N). This commission is the leg-

islative committee that deals with energy, energy supply, as well as environmental and climate issues 

with 25 members. 

The demo site patron helped organizing a visit of this Swiss commission after one of their regular 

meetings in October 2017 (see chapter 3.3.4). 

The demo site patron participated at the political event in Brussels on October 17, 2018. He joined 

the panel discussion as demo site patron from Switzerland, together with Daniela Decurtins (Director 

of the Association of the Swiss Gas Industry). The press release is available on the STORE&GO 

home page. 

The demo site patron was also present for the inauguration event in January 2019 (see chapter 

3.3.6). 
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3.3 Demo site events 

 

3.3.1 Press Conference and visit of the RES electrolyser in Solothurn 08.04.2016 

A press conference was given at the demo site on 08.04.2016 with the STORE&GO WP3-team and 

media representatives. Felix Strässle, CEO of Regio Energie Solothurn, and Thomas Schellenberg, 

Regio Energie Solothurn, held the event and gave the outline for the project in Solothurn. A video 

interview with Felix Strässle was published on the homepage of the local newspaper “Solothurner 

Zeitung”. The intention of the press conference was achieved to make an initial announcement of 

the project and inform the media. 

 

3.3.2 Ground breaking 04.05.2017 

On Thursday, May 4, 2017, the construction work (ground breaking) on the power-to-gas research 

facility was started in Solothurn, Zuchwil. The plant, which is built and operated by Regio Energie 

Solothurn, involves five other partners in the STORE&GO project of the EU research and innovation 

program "Horizon 2020". 

More than 30 stakeholders attended the event, among them numerous journalists and partners from 

the project. Felix Strässle, Director of Regio Energie Solothurn, welcomed the audience followed by 

a presentation about the power-to-gas plant. Subsequently, the project partners and the audience 

gathered outside to perform the ground breaking of the demonstration site together, to officially start 

the construction work. A question and answer session was organised for the journalists. 

 

 
© Regio Energie Solothurn 

Figure 3-3: Ground breaking event 04.05.2017 
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A press release in German was issued for national and professional media. SVGW published addi-

tionally an article in the journal Aqua&Gas (see Annex). This event was organised to inform the 

media about the start of construction. The event was successful due to media attention, both in 

attendants and inquiries in print and online press. Also the publication in Aqua&Gas ensured a fo-

cused information of the gas industry and people interested in gas technology. 

 

3.3.3 Installation of Webcam 01.05.2017 

For documentation reasons and enabling everyone to witness the progress on site, a webcam was 

installed on top of the hybrid plant building. The following link allows to connect to the camera and 

to get a live picture of the present progress: http://www.bau-cam.ch/regio/livebild.php. 

A time-lapse video of the construction phase is available on the STORE&GO site of the Regioenergie 

Solothurn: https://www.regioenergie.ch/de/regio-energie-solothurn/hybridwerk/storego/ 

 

  

http://www.bau-cam.ch/regio/livebild.php
https://www.regioenergie.ch/de/regio-energie-solothurn/hybridwerk/storego/
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3.3.4 Visit Swiss Commission of Environment, Spatial Planning and Energy (Kommission 

für Umwelt, Raumplanung und Energie, Urek-N), 10.10.2017 

The demo site patron is member of the Swiss Commission of Environment, Spatial Planning and 

Energy (Kommission für Umwelt, Raumplanung und Energie, Urek-N). This commission is the leg-

islative committee that deals with energy, energy supply, as well as environmental and climate issues 

with 25 members. 

A regular meeting of this commission was held in the canton of Solothurn in October 2017. After-

wards the whole commission visited the STORE&GO site in Solothurn shortly after the ground break-

ing event from May 2017 (Figure 3-4). The visit was led by Felix Strässle, CEO of Regio Energie 

Solothurn. This visit ensured that the politicians that are actively involved in the legislative process 

are well informed about the power-to-gas technology and the STORE&GO project. 

 
© Solothurner Zeitung 

Figure 3-4: Visit of the Swiss Commission of Environment, Spatial Planning and Energy (Kommission für   
Umwelt, Raumplanung und Energie, UREK-N) with demo site patron in October 2017  
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3.3.5 Forschungstag der Schweizerischen Gasindustrie: Die Rolle von Gas in der Ener-

gieversorgung der Zukunft – bi-annual event on research of the Swiss gas industry: 

‘The role of gas in the energy supply in the future’– 28.06.2018 

The Swiss Gas Industry association (VSG) organised a research day on ‘The role of gas in the 

energy supply in the future’ in June 2018. The invitation flyer was issued in German and French 

(Figure 3-5). 

  

 

Figure 3-5: German flyer for ‘2. Forschungstag der Schweizer Gaswirtschaft’ 28. Juni 2018 
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80 persons from gas industry, academia and administration were present. A tent was installed to 

hold the event (Figure 3-6). After welcoming words by Regio Energie Solothurn, the prospects of the 

research of the Swiss gas industry were given by Philippe Dubois (President of the technical com-

mission) and Daniela Decurtins (director of the Swiss gas industry). Then three selected projects 

were presented that were co-financed by the Swiss gas industry through the research fund “FOGA”. 

The presentations were held in German. Additionally, the presentations were translated in French 

and were available as paper copy during the event. After a networking lunch, guided tours of the 

STORE&GO plant were organised (Figure 3-7). The participants showed strong interest in the 

power-to-gas technology. The great majority took the opportunity to visit and gave a positive feed-

back of the event.  

.  
© Regio Energie Solothurn 

Figure 3-6: Forschungstag, White tent installed to hold the event. 28.6.19 

.  
© Regio Energie Solothurn 

Figure 3-7: Forschungstag, Guided tour on 28.6.19 
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After the event, one article was published in Aqua&Gas (see Annex) and one article was published 

on the homepage of the association of the Swiss gas industry. The event was successful due to the 

attendance from energy-related background. The major part of the attendance participated on the 

guided tours, even if some waiting was required for half of the people. 

 

3.3.6 Inauguration event 28.01.2019 

For the inauguration event, the invitation (Figure 3-8) was focused on politicians, administrations 

(esp. Swiss federal office of energy and State Secretariat for Education, Research and Innovation), 

gas industry, academia and media representatives. Over 150 persons attended the event. 

After a warm welcome of Felix Strässle, CEO of Regio Energie Solothurn, the director of Swiss 

Federal Office of Energy (Bundesamt für Energie, BfE), Benoît Revaz, expressed his hopes that the 

new demonstration site will provide enough reasons that the PtG technology will find its place in the 

market. The demo site patron Dr. Stefan Müller-Altermatt, Nationalrat (member of the Swiss National 

Council) was available to give a speech and support the event from the political side. In his inaugu-

ration speech he addressed the innovative aspects of the Energy Hub and the PtG plant in particular. 

In addition, Dr. Lucien von Gunten, scientific adviser to the European Framework Programs of the 

State Secretariat for Education, Research and Innovation, addressed in his presentation the im-

portance of participation in the European research program Horizon 2020 for Switzerland. Dr. Frank 

Graf, DVGW, project coordinator of STORE&GO, presented the facilities at the three locations as 

part of his presentation and addressed the significance of the research task for Europe. The official 

inauguration was done with a ‘cutting the band’-ceremony (Figure 3-9). 

The attendants had as well the opportunity to join a guided tour of the PtG plant. During the network-

ing lunch, the attendants were able to discuss the new technology. An impression of the event is 

given in Figure 3-10. The photos by Regio Energie Solothurn are available on: 

https://www.regioenergie.ch/de/eroeffnungsfeier-store-n-go-anlage/ 

Regio Energie Solothurn issued a press release about the event (see Annex). The event is consid-

ered a major success especially due to the attendance from the Federal Office of Energy and the 

demo site patron, as for the representation from the political / administration side. Additionally, the 

attendance of over 150 people, which participated in lively discussions and visited the plant. The 

event had a big media response with including television, radio, written and online press (see chapter 

3.6 & 3.8). Especially the television report of over 3 minutes in the main evening news show ’10 vor 

10’ of the national TV was a great success, as it gave a nation-wide exposure of the event and the 

power-to-gas technology. Regio Energie Solothurn made a film about the inauguration event, which 

is available on their homepage and youtube (see chapter 3.6).  

 

https://www.regioenergie.ch/de/eroeffnungsfeier-store-n-go-anlage/
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.  

 

Figure 3-8: Inauguration event: Flyer  
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© Regio Energie Solothurn 

Figure 3-9: Official inauguration ceremony with cutting the band – with demo site patron, politicians, admin-
istration, Regio Energie Solothurn and STORE&GO members: (from right to left) Stefan Müller-Altermatt, 
Swiss national council (Demo site patron), Stefan Hug, Gemeindepräsident Zuchwil (mayor), Frank Graf, 

DVGW (project coordinator of STORE&GO), Kurt Fluri, Stadtpräsident Solothurn (mayor), Felix Strässle, CEO 
of Regio Energie Solothurn, Benoît Revaz, director of Swiss federal office of energy, Lucien Gunten, State 

Secretariat for Education, Research and Innovation, Andrew Lochbrunner, Regio Energie Solothurn, Project-
lead for STORE&GO plant Solothurn 

 

© Regio Energie Solothurn 

Figure 3-10: Impressions of the inauguration event 
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3.3.7 STORE&GO Full Project Meeting with Site Visit on 28./29./30.01.2019 

A full project meeting was held in Solothurn right after the inauguration event to allow the attendance 

of the project members as well. The management board meeting was held in the late afternoon of 

28.01.2019. The day after, the project meeting was held and a dinner was organised by the host 

Regio Energie Solothurn. On 30.01.2019, the meeting continued and concluded with an in-depth site 

visit at the Solothurn PtG plant. The execution of the full project meeting close to the PtG plant and 

the subsequent visit ensured a thorough understanding of the used PtG technology within the 

STORE&GO-Project participants. 

 

3.3.8 Event on operational experience on December 11th 2019: “Power-to-Gas-Anlage 

Zuchwil: Erfahrung und Ausblick” 

A dissemination activity was organised in December 2019 with the focus on the operational experi-

ence. The event was organised in the afternoon with three presentations, a site visit and subsequent 

social event for answering questions and networking. After a welcome from Regio Energie Solothurn, 

RES; the first presentation by Andrew Lochbrunner, RES, gave an overview of the power-to-gas 

plant and dealt with the operational experience after the first 1’000 h of operations. The second 

presentation was given by Jachin Gorre, Hochschule Rapperswil, HSR, on the techno-economical 

comparison of power-to-gas plants, where the Solothurn plant was also compared to other technol-

ogies, such as those used in Falkenhagen and Troia. The third presentation given by Daniela 

Decurtins, the director of the association of the Swiss gas industry (VSG), dealt with the outlook of 

power-to-gas in Switzerland, where the current political boundary conditions were analysed and a 

change could facilitate the introduction of power-to-gas. 

A flyer (Figure 3-11) was created in German and French and sent to persons interested in power-to-

gas and the gas infrastructure, from administration, gas industry and academia. The distribution of 

the flyer was done by e-mail and the events were announced through LinkedIn and the newsletters 

by SVGW and VSG (gazenergie) to ensure that gas industry and persons interested in renewable 

energies are made aware. Also during events hosted by SVGW, such as technical committee meet-

ings, the event was promoted. Several people, which declined the invitation due to already other 

commitments, had asked if the presentations could be made available. This shows the strong interest 

within Switzerland about the results of the STORE&GO project. 

The presentations were held in German. Additionally, the presentation were translated to French 

and were available as paper copy during the event. 

A page was created on the SVGW homepage with the details of the event and to allow registration.  

www.svgw.ch/store&go 

 

http://www.svgw.ch/store&go
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.

 

Figure 3-11: Event on operational experience: German flyer  

 

A total of 38 people had registered to the event and the following ‘Apero’. The attendants followed 

the presentations closely and asked many questions during the presentations, the site visit and the 

‘Apero’. All the attendants participated at the guided tour, which was done in two groups by Andrew 

Lochbrunner and Jachin Gorre, despite the snowing. The event was successful, as the visitors have 

given very positive feedback, especially mentioning that the event gave information on the actual 

operation of such a PtG plant and the political boundaries for implementation of additional PtG plants. 

The participants were interested to obtain copies of the presentations. 

The presentations in German and French are published on the homepage of Regio Energie Solo-

thurn and of SVGW (www.svgw.ch/store&go). 

In January 2020, an e-mail was sent to the original distribution list to announce the publication of the 

presentation. A summary article on the event will be published in Aqua&Gas N°2/2020 (see Annex). 

The event was mentioned in several media, and several participants posted a note on LinkedIn. 

 

http://www.svgw.ch/store&go
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© Bettina Bordenet / SVGW 

Figure 3-12: Event on operational experience on 11.12.2019, Welcome from Thomas Schellenberg from Regio 
Energie Solothurn 

.  
© Bettina Bordenet / SVGW 

Figure 3-13: Event on operational experience on 11.12.2019, Presentation of Daniela Decurtins 
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Figure 3-14: : Event on operational experience on 11.12.2019, LinkedIn post with picture from presentation 
from Jachin Gorre 
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3.4 Guided tours 

A distinct concept for the guided tours of ~2 hours has been developed. In a room directly at the 

power-to-gas plant, the tour starts with a presentation on power-to-gas in general, the process of the 

biological methanation and the details of the installed components. Depending on the audience the 

presentation can be adapted to a more technical audience. Then the tour continues on the plant 

itself. All the components are clearly labelled (see Figure) to support the explanations of the guides. 

Also an audio system is available, which helps especially for bigger groups. Regio Energie Solothurn 

has hired 4 tour guides to ensure the availability during the STORE&GO project. 

 
© Regio Energie Solothurn 

Figure 3-15: Overview of methanation plant in Solothurn 

 

On the website of Regio Energie Solothurn, an online booking system for the tours was put in place 

in spring 2019, which is easy to use and shows the available dates and times. Additionally, to the 

guided tours a small ‘Aperitif’ can be booked for a small fee. 

https://www.regioenergie.ch/de/regio-energie-solothurn/hybridwerk/gruppenfuehrung-hybridwerk 

Since March 2019, 67 tours were executed with a total of 963 persons (Figure 3-17). Around two 

third (655 persons) of the visitors had a technical background, from industry, energy supply compa-

nies, consulting companies.  

The country of origin of the visitors was not specifically tracked. As a qualitative statement of the 

guides, the majority of the visitors were from Switzerland. Two visits from Japan and one visit with 

Icelandic participants were recorded. 

The guided tours were well received, and the visitors had the opportunity to ask questions. Especially 

during dedicated technical visits or visits from administration, the guided tour was performed addi-

tionally by members of the STORE&GO project to ensure conveying the ideas behind the 

STORE&GO projects. Some potential customers for biological methanation have visited the plant in 

Solothurn. For those visits, the participation of the technology provider Electrochaea was informed, 

to allow their participation, if possible. 
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© Bettina Bordenet / SVGW 

Figure 3-16: Examples of labelling on the methanation plant 
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Figure 3-17: Diagram of visitor structure on the plant visits in Solothurn 
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3.4.1 Few examples of guided tours 

In the following, a few examples of the visits are shown. Several visits were posted on LinkedIn as 

well and added to the visibility of the power-to-gas plant in Solothurn. 

Visit of INPEX Corporation, Japan: A delegation from Japan visited the plant in March 2019 

(Figure 3-18). The delegation visited also the two other STORE&GO plants in Falkenhagen and 

Troia. A 1-day workshop was organised to go into detail of power-to-gas. Climeworks participated 

as well. 

 

Figure 3-18: Visit of INPEX Corporation, Japan in March 2019 

 

Visit of Kobe Steel Ltd. Japan & Kobelco Ecosolutions Ltd. Japan, Düsseldorf, Germany 

(steel manufacturer): The group of 6 visited the plant to get a better overview of the operation of a 

biological methanation plant. Kobe Steel wants to reduce their CO2 footprint and methanation is 

one of the possible available technologies. The guided tour was done jointly by Regio Energie 

Solothurn (A. Lochbrunner) and Electrochaea (U. Wuertenberger). 

The feedback after the visit was very positive. The group was impressed especially by the degree 

of automatization and the smooth operation of the plant. 

.  
© Regio Energie Solothurn 

Figure 3-19: Visitors group from Kobe Steel in front of the reactor in June 2019 
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Visit from LafargeHolcim, Switzerland (cement producer): The cement industry is also inter-

ested in reducing their CO2-footprint, by capturing the CO2 from the calcination process and use it 

in a methanation process to form methane for injecting gas into the gas grid. A group of 23 persons 

visited the Solothurn plant. The visit was seen as very informative and one of the visitors posted 

his impression on LinkedIn (see Figure 3-20). 

 

Figure 3-20: Post in LinkedIn from guided tour of a swiss cement making company with 23 persons in June 
2019 

 

Visit from EVU Partners AG: A swiss consulting company in the energy sector with 14 people 

visited the plant in November 2019. The visit was mentioned as well on LinkedIn (Figure 3-21) 

 

Figure 3-21: Post in LinkedIn from guided tour of a swiss consulting company for energy companies with 14 
persons in November 2019 
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3.5 Educational Training Programme 

The training program was developed together with the Energy Delta Institute (see Deliverable D9.7 

‘Report on the implementation of the various programmes and their main results on terms of insights, 

knowledge and experiences’). The Master Class program was adapted to Switzerland to reflect mar-

ket developments and specific regional issues. 

14 participants were present for the 2-day masterclass course in January 30 to February 2, 2019 in 

Solothurn. The masterclass course was composed by presentations and a site visit. Additionally, in 

the evening a social event was held to enable networking between the participants and the present-

ers.  

The impact of the master class was analysed in Deliverable D9.7. 

.  
© Regio Energie Solothurn 

Figure 3-22: Site visit with Master class course participants in January 2019 

 

.  
© Regio Energie Solothurn 

Figure 3-23: Social event during the master class in January 2019 
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3.6 Media Inquiries 

An overview of the media inquiries can be found in Table 3-1 to Table 3-4. Publications directly about 

the STORE&GO plant in Solothurn were mainly issued as publications in Aqua & Gas, the journal 

on gas and water-related topics in Switzerland. Aqua & Gas is issued by SVGW. The publications in 

Aqua & Gas can be found in the Annex. 

Some of the press releases were distributed through the electronic newsletter and homepage of 

SVGW on www.gazenergie.ch. Additional information on events and press releases have been pub-

lished the through the electronic newsletter and homepage of the association of the Swiss gas in-

dustry (VSG) on www.gazenergie.ch. Through both channels the Swiss gas industry and persons 

that are interested by gas industry and have subscribed to the newsletter, are well informed by the 

status of the STORE&GO plant in Solothurn. 

Also the regional journals, mainly ‘Solothurner Zeitung’ and ‘Aargauer Zeitung’, have published sev-

eral times during the project. This helped to inform the local population about the new technology 

and increase the acceptance. 

 

Table 3-1: Media inquiries: TV 

Media – TV Station Date Article title / content 

SRF1- 10vor10 

National TV 

28.01.2019 Short video on the inauguration event shown in the 
news show of the national television channel 

«Innovation aus Solothurn: Wie Einzeller für Solar-
strom im Winter sorgen»,  

3min 07sec 

https://www.srf.ch/news/schweiz/innovation-aus-solo-
thurn-wie-einzeller-fuer-solarstrom-im-winter-sorgen 

 

Tele M1 

Regional TV Station 

28.01.2019 Short video of the inauguration event 

«Mit Bakterien Gas und Strom produzieren»,  

1min 58sec 

https://www.telem1.ch/aktuell/mit-bakterien-gas-und-
strom-produzieren-134018965  

 

  

http://www.gazenergie.ch/
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Table 3-2: Media inquiries: Radio 

Media – Radio Station Date Article title / content 

SRF1- National Radio 

Regionaljournal 

28.01.2019 https://player.fm/series/regionaljournal-aargau-solo-
thurn-1284532/bald-mehr-pramienverbilligungen-im-
aargau  

Radio 32 - New 28.01.2019 STORE&GO – Inauguration event 
2min 35sec 
https://www.radio32.ch/news/storego/  

SRF Regionaljournal 09.01.2020 Projekt für Energiezukunft: furzende Urbakterien in 
Solothurn am Ende trotz Auszeichnung 
2min 34sec 
https://www.srf.ch/news/regional/aargau-solo-
thurn/projekt-fuer-energiezukunft-furzende-urbakte-
rien-in-solothurn-am-ende-trotz-auszeichnung 

Radio 32 

News 

09.01.2020 2min40sec 
https://www.radio32.ch/news/erfolgreiche-furzende-
urbakterien/  

Canal 3 

News 

09.01.2020 1min35sec 
https://www.canal3.ch/de/sendungen/200109-
09012020-nachrichten-von-1700-uhr  

 

Table 3-3: Media inquiries: Publications in technical journals 

Media Date Article title / content 

Aqua & Gas N°2/ 2016 February 
2016 

Communication about the start of the EU Project 
STORE&GO 

Aqua & Gas 5/ 2016 May 2016 SVGW am Forschungsprojekt STORE&GO beteiligt 

Aqua & Gas 6/ 2016 Juni 2016 Mit Biologie von Strom zu Methan 

Aqua & Gas N°7/8 2017 1.7.2017 Wichtiger Meilenstein von STORE&GO erreicht: Me-
thanisierungsanlagen befinden sich im Aufbau 

Aqua & Gas N°7/8 2017 1.7.2017 Die spannende Welt der Energiespeicherung 

Aqua & Gas N°9 2018 01.09.2018 Digitalisierung, Ökobilanzen und Innovationen 

Article on the SVGW Energie- und Wasserfachtagung 
14.06.2018 

Aqua& Gas 3/2019 01.03.2019 Methanisierungsanlage macht erneuerbare Energie 
speicherbar 

CH4 – das Magazin für 
die moderne Gaswirt-
schaft – 01/2019 

11.03.2019 Biologische Methanisierung – Mikroorganismen im 
Einsatz von Power-to-Gas  

HK Gebäudetechnik 

03/2019 

01.03.2019 Erneuerbares Gas aus dem Bioreaktor: Aus Sommer-
strom wird Wintergas 

Erneuerbare Energien 
Nr. 3, Juni 2019 S. 23-27 

01.06.2019 ‘Bioenergie klimagerecht nutzen 

DVGW energie wasser – 
praxis 12/2019 

05.12.2019 Jahresrückblick 2019 

Aqua& Gas 2/2020 01.02.2020 Gewinner des Watt d’Or 2020 

Aqua& Gas 2/2020 01.02.2020 Innovative Power-to-Gas-Technologien erfolgreich 
demonstriert 
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Table 3-4: Media inquiries: Written and online press 

Media Date Article title / content 

Solothurner Zeitung 8.4.2016 Erstmals in der Schweiz: Hybridwerk Aarmatt speist 
Wasserstoff aus erneuerbarem Strom ins Gasnetz 

 

Incl. Video interview of Felix Strässle, CEO of Regio 
Energie Solothurn 

 

https://www.solothurnerzeitung.ch/solothurn/stadt-
solothurn/erstmals-in-der-schweiz-hybridwerk-aar-
matt-speist-wasserstoff-aus-erneuerbarem-strom-ins-
gasnetz-130188133 

Solothurner Zeitung 14.2.2017 Mit Urbakterien in die Energiezukunft 

Solothurner Zeitung 4.5.2017 Regio Energie als Pionier: In der Aarmatt entsteht 
Forschungsanlage für Biohightech 

Energate Messenger 5.5.2017 Regio Energie Solothurn baut Power-to-Gas For-
schungsanlage 

SVGW 12.5.2017 STORE&GO: Das erste Jahr  

 

Solothurner Zeitung 10.10.2017 Nationalräte halten Sitzung im Kanton Solothurn ab 

https://www.solothurnerzeitung.ch/solothurn/kanton-
solothurn/nationalraete-halten-sitzung-im-kanton-so-
lothurn-ab-131794749 

STORE&GO Homepage 27.10.2017 2018-10-17 STORE&GO political dinner event in the 
European Parliament 

Energate Messenger 28.06.2018 Gaswirtschaft tüftelt an ihrer Zukunft 

Gazenergie.ch  

Homepage 

29.06.2018 Forschungstag der Schweizer Gaswirtschaft 

https://gazenergie.ch/de/news-events/news/de-
tail/news/forschungstag-der-schweizer-gaswirtschaft-
1/ 

Aqua & Gas Hompage 

 

03.07.2018 Von der steigenden Bedeutung des Gases in der 
Energieversorgung 

https://www.aquaetgas.ch/aktuell/branchen-
news/20180703-forschungstag-gas/ 

Solothurner Zeitung 28.01.2019 Regio Energie Solothurn nimmt ihre Methanisierungs-
anlage in Zuchwil feierlich in Betrieb  

Solothurner Zeitung 28.01.2019 Regio Energie Solothurn nimmt ihre Methanisierungs-
anlage in Zuchwil feierlich in Betrieb  

https://www.solothurnerzeitung.ch/solothurn/kanton-
solothurn/regio-energie-solothurn-nimmt-ihre-metha-
nisierungsanlage-in-zuchwil-feierlich-in-betrieb-
134019350  

Windkraft-Journal  

 
28.01.2019 Schweizer STORE&GO nehmen Forschungsanlage 

für Power-to-Gas-Verfahren in Betrieb 

https://www.windkraft-journal.de/2019/01/28/schwei-
zer-storego-nehmen-forschungsanlage-fuer-power-to-
gas-verfahren-in-betrieb/132130?cn-reloaded=1&cn-
reloaded=1 

   

Energate Messenger 28.01.2019 Regio Energie Solothurn forscht an Power-to-Gas 

https://www.solothurnerzeitung.ch/solothurn/kanton-solothurn/nationalraete-halten-sitzung-im-kanton-solothurn-ab-131794749
https://www.solothurnerzeitung.ch/solothurn/kanton-solothurn/nationalraete-halten-sitzung-im-kanton-solothurn-ab-131794749
https://www.solothurnerzeitung.ch/solothurn/kanton-solothurn/nationalraete-halten-sitzung-im-kanton-solothurn-ab-131794749
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https://www.energate-messenger.ch/news/189096/re-
gio-energie-solothurn-forscht-an-power-to-gas  

Solarmedia 28.01.2019 Jetzt geht es auch beim Speichern vorwärts 
http://solarmedia.blogspot.com/2019/01/neu.html  

 

Fachverlag EUWID – Eu-
ropäischer Wirtschafts-
dienst  
 

28.01.2019 Power-to-Gas: Regio Energie Solothurn weiht Metha-
nisierungs-anlage ein  

https://www.euwid-energie.de/power-to-gas-regio-
energie-solothurn-weiht-methanisierungs-anlage-ein/  

Swisspower 28.01.2019 Regio Energie Solothurn: STORE&GO-Anlage macht 
erneuerbare Energie speicherbar  
https://www.swisspower.ch/themen-und-stand-
punkte/regio-energie-solothurn-store-go-anlage-
macht-erneuerbare-energie-speicherbar 

Basler Zeitung  29.01.2019 Die Verbindung zwischen Strom- und Gasnetz  

Open Access govern-
ment 

11.04.2019 How billions of helpers are producing methane from 
CO2, water and renewable energy 

https://www.openaccessgovernment.org/producing-
methane-co2-water-renewable-energy/63149/ 

energate-messenger.ch  

 
21.06.2019 Biologische Methanisierung: Erste Einspeisung in der 

Schweiz  
https://www.energate-messenger.ch/news/192601/bi-
ologische-methanisierung-erste-einspeisung-in-der-
schweiz  

Solothurner Zeitung 24.6.2019 Europäisches Forschungsprojekt in Zuchwil vermel-
det einen wichtigen Erfolg 

Solarify 30.07.2019 Erneuerbares Methan mittels Urbakterien hergestellt  
https://www.solarify.eu/2019/07/30/065-erneuerbares-
methan-mittels-urbakterien-hergestellt/  

Aargauer Zeitung 

online 

22.11.2019 Power-to-Gas Energieträger der Zukunft 

https://www.aargauerzeitung.ch/beitrag/leserbei-
trag/power-to-gas-energietraeger-h2-oder-ch4-
135996243 

Solothurner Zeitung 12.12.2919 7'300 kg erneuerbares Methan hergestellt: Erfolgrei-
cher Testbetrieb der STORE&GO-Anlage 

https://www.solothurnerzeitung.ch/solothurn/stadt-so-
lothurn/7300-kg-erneuerbares-methan-hergestellt-er-
folgreicher-testbetrieb-der-storego-anlage-136100328  

Bundesamt für Energie 
BFE (Swiss Federal 
Office of Energy SFOE) - 
Homepage 

9.1.2020 https://www.bfe.admin.ch/bfe/en/home/swiss-federal-
office-of-energy/watt-d-or/winners-of-the-watt-dor-a-
wards/winners-of-the-2020-watt-d-or-awards.html 

Energate 9.1.2020 BFE vergibt Watt d’or 2020 

Solothurner Zeitung 9.1.2020 Das innovative «Testlabor» für synthetisches Gas 
wird preisgekrönt 

ee.news Das Fachmaga-
zin für erneuerbare Ener-
gien 

09.01.2020 Watt d'Or 2020: Die Gewinner des Schweizer Ener-
giepreises 

https://www.ee-news.ch/de/article/42824/watt-d-or-
2020-die-gewinner-des-schweizer-energiepreises 
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3.7 Press releases 

The press releases (Table 3-5) were formulated directly by Regio Energie Solothurn under the di-

rection of Sandra Hungerbühler, head of marketing and communication. The press releases are then 

stored on the homepage of Regio Energie Solothurn. The press releases are attached in the annex. 

https://www.regioenergie.ch/de/regio-energie-solothurn/medien/medienmitteilungen/ 

 

Table 3-5: Press releases  

Media Date Article title / content 

Press Release 08.04.2016 EU-Forschungsprojekt zur Praxiserprobung der Power-to-
Gas Technologie mit Schweizer Beteiligung 

Press Release 04.05.2017 Beim STORE&GO-Projekt in der Schweiz erfolgt der Spa-
tenstich 

Press Release 28.01.2019 «STORE&GO-Anlage macht erneuerbare Energie spei-
cherbar» Inauguration Event 

Press Release 24.06.2019 Erstmals in der Schweiz erneuerbares Methan mittels Ur-
bakterien hergestellt – 

Injection of synthetic methane into grid 

Press Release  12.12.2019 Erfolgreicher STORE&GO-Testbetrieb 

(Achievement of first 1’000h operation with 7’300kg of in-
jected synthetic methane) 

Press Release 09.01.2020 Das Hybridwerk und die «STORE&GO»-Anlage gewinnen 
den Watt d’Or 

Award Watt d’Or 2020 

Press Release 09.01.2020 Swiss Federal Office of Energy awards the Watt d’Or 2020, 
the Swiss energy prize  

https://www.bfe.admin.ch/bfe/en/home/news-and-me-
dia/press-releases/mm-test.msg-id-77719.html 
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3.8 On-site movies 

Besides the documentation on TV (see Table 3-1), Regio Energie Solothurn has produced some 

movies about the site (Table 3-6): A time-lapse video of the construction, an explanatory video about 

the archaea, a summary of the inauguration event and a summary of the Watt d’Or. These videos 

are to be found on the homepage of Regio Energie Solothurn and also on youtube. For the award 

ceremony of Watt d’Or (see chapter 3.10.3), the Swiss federal office of energy did produce several 

videos: one video about the STORE&GO plant and one about the award ceremony itself with reac-

tions from the winners. These videos are available on youtube and the link can also be found on the 

homepage of the Swiss federal office of energy. 

Table 3-6: Movies about the site  

Title Date Location Content 

Zeitraffer 
STORE&GO An-
lage 

 https://www.regioener-
gie.ch/de/regio-energie-
solothurn/hybrid-
werk/storego/ 

 

https://youtu.be/RGz6ip1h
5CE 

Time-lapse video of construc-
tion phase of methanation 
plant 

Biologische Metha-
nisierung einfach 
erklärt mit Archie 

 https://www.regioener-
gie.ch/de/regio-energie-
solothurn/hybrid-
werk/storego/ 

 

https://youtu.be/wUVSH-
pefDfk 

Explanation of biological 
methanation with ‘Archie’ by 
Regio Energie Solothurn 

 

Eröffnung 
STORE&GO An-
lage – Regio Ener-
gie Solothurn 

28.1.2019 https://www.regioener-
gie.ch/de/regio-energie-
solothurn/hybrid-
werk/storego/ 

 

https://youtu.be/c4VmVM
_WEvQ 

Inauguration event 

by Regio Energie Solothurn 

Wie Einzeller für 
Solarstrom im Win-
ter sorgen 

28.1.2019 https://www.srf.ch/news/s
chweiz/innovation-aus-
solothurn-wie-einzeller-
fuer-solarstrom-im-winter-
sorgen 

Explanation of methanation  & 
inauguration of STORE&GO 
plant in national news TV-
show ‘10vor10’) by srf1 

Award Watt d’Or 
2020: Biologische 
Methanisierung mit 
Archaeen im Hyb-
ridwerk 

09.01.2020 https://y-
outu.be/L10v1TfsxE0?list
=PLe5N1Siz9B8gJYm9E
_vgbyh--ekIlfapw 

Explanatory video of award 
winner by Swiss Federal Of-
fice of Energy 

Watt d’Or 2020 - 
Reaktionen 

09.01.2020 https://youtu.be/jI-
umQj0nVGI?list=PLe5N1
Siz9B8gJYm9E_vgbyh--
ekIlfapw 

Reactions of Jury and award 
winners by Swiss Federal Of-
fice of Energy 

Preisverleihung 
Watt d’Or 

09.01.2020 https://y-
outu.be/t7za8DcaMXQ 

Summary of Award Ceremony 
by Regio Energie Solothurn 

  

https://www.regioenergie.ch/de/regio-energie-solothurn/hybridwerk/storego/
https://www.regioenergie.ch/de/regio-energie-solothurn/hybridwerk/storego/
https://www.regioenergie.ch/de/regio-energie-solothurn/hybridwerk/storego/
https://www.regioenergie.ch/de/regio-energie-solothurn/hybridwerk/storego/
https://www.regioenergie.ch/de/regio-energie-solothurn/hybridwerk/storego/
https://www.regioenergie.ch/de/regio-energie-solothurn/hybridwerk/storego/
https://www.regioenergie.ch/de/regio-energie-solothurn/hybridwerk/storego/
https://www.regioenergie.ch/de/regio-energie-solothurn/hybridwerk/storego/
https://www.regioenergie.ch/de/regio-energie-solothurn/hybridwerk/storego/
https://www.regioenergie.ch/de/regio-energie-solothurn/hybridwerk/storego/
https://www.regioenergie.ch/de/regio-energie-solothurn/hybridwerk/storego/
https://www.regioenergie.ch/de/regio-energie-solothurn/hybridwerk/storego/
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3.9 Give-aways 

Archie the little soft toy is a great success, and responses from kids are very positive. Besides looking 

cute, the tag includes the story of STORE&GO and explains the technology in a story comprehensi-

ble for kids: jam is made from fruits collected in summer, providing us food in the cold days in winter.  

The soft toy is available on site and visitors can take them after their guided tour. 

 

 
© Regio Energie Solothurn 

Figure 3-24: Archies (soft toy) positioned on the bottom of the reactor 

 

Travel of the archies to Kensington: 

Since 06.05.2019, the ‘Archies’ have a namesake in the United kingdom: Archie Harrison Mountbat-

ton-Windsor, the son of Prince Harry, Duke of Sussex, and Meghan, Duchess of Sussex. Therefore, 

Regio Energie Solothurn decided to send some of the soft toy archies to Kensington. Unfortunately, 

the package came back because the royal family is not allowed to accept a present from a company. 

The details about the travel to Kensington and back can be found on the homepage of Regio Energie 

Solothurn. 

https://www.regioenergie.ch/de/archies-reise-nach-england/ 
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3.10 Events in Switzerland directly related to the Demo site 

Dissemination on the STORE&GO plant of Solothurn has also been done outside of the demo site.  

 

3.10.1 SVGW Energie- und Wasserfachtagung 2018 (Energy & Water technical conference) 

The SVGW hosted a one-day energy technical conference ‘Energie- und Wasserfachtagung’ on 

14.06.2018 on the vigil of the annual assembly for its members. In 2018, a session with technical 

presentations around gas was held and Martin Seifert, SVGW, gave an overview on the STORE&GO 

project in general. Afterwards, he informed in detail about the STORE&GO plant in Solothurn. The 

presentation was given in German and translated simultaneously in French. Roundabout 70 persons 

followed the presentation. A summary of the event was published in Aqua & Gas N°9/2018 (see 

Annex) and a copy of the presentation was published in the conference proceedings. 

 

3.10.2 Energie-Aperos Aargau November 2019 

The “Energie-Aperos” is a format which is held twice a year. A program with 2–4 technical presen-

tations about energy-related subjects and a subsequent networking ‘aperitif’ is organised and then 

held at three locations, Baden, Lenzburg / Zofingen and Buchs, all three in the canton of Aargau. 

The event is hosted at each location by the regional energy supplier.  

In November 2018, a program around power-to-gas was organised with the title “Power to Gas – 

Energieträger H2 oder CH4?” (Power-to-gas – H2 or CH4 as energy carrier?). The invitation and pro-

gram can be found on their homepage www.energieaperos-ag.ch. The event series was well visited 

(Figure 3-25, Figure 3-26) with a total of around 570 participants on three locations (Table 3-7).  

 

Table 3-7: Energie- Apero in November 2019 with location and number of attendants  

Location Local Organizer Date  Number of attendants  

Baden Regionalwerke AG Baden 19.11.2019 Ca. 300 

Zofingen StWZ Energie AG, Zofingen 20.11.2019 Ca. 100 

Buchs Eniwa AG, Buchs 26.11.2019 Ca. 170 

 

Andrew Lochbrunner, Regio Energie Solothurn, gave a presentation about the STORE&GO plant in 

Solothurn. Jachin Gorre / Zoe Stadler informed about the outlook and challenges of future power-to-

gas projects. The presentations are published on their homepage: https://energieaperos-

ag.ch/downloads.html.  

The events were very successful, as the local population, interested in energy-related topics, as well 

as energy professionals, could be informed about the status of the PtG technology in Switzerland. 

Additionally, the presenters were also available during the networking apero for in-depth discussions 

about PtG. 

From this event in Baden an online article at the local newspaper ‘Aargauer Zeitung’ was published 

as well. 

 

http://www.energieaperos-ag.ch/
https://energieaperos-ag.ch/downloads.html
https://energieaperos-ag.ch/downloads.html
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© Energie Aperos AG 

Figure 3-25: Energie Apero in Baden on 19.11.19, ca. 300 persons 

 

 
© Energie Aperos AG 

Figure 3-26: Energie Apero Buchs 20.11.19, ca. 170 persons 
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3.10.3 Watt d’or 2020 award ceremony on January 9th, 2020 in Berne, Switzerland 

Every year the Swiss Federal office of Energy (SFOE; Bundesamt für Energie, BFE) awards the 

‘Watt d’Or’ for innovative energy projects in four different categories. Regio Energie Solothurn did 

win for the STORE&GO plant the award in the category “Renewable Energies” (Figure 3-27, Figure 

3-28). The Watt d’Or was handed over in the award ceremony hosted by the Swiss Federal office of 

Energy. Around 830 people from the energy sector, including politics, academia and industry were 

present.  

 

 
© BFE 

Figure 3-27: Watt d’Or 2020 trophy 

 

© BFE  

Figure 3-28: Swiss STORE&GO team (Representing Regio Energie Solothurn, Hochschule Rapperswil, Elec-
trochaea, SVGW; people from EMPA and EPFL could not join personally), supporting company Apex, together 

with the director of Swiss Gas Industry Association Daniela Decurtins (2nd from left) 
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For the award ceremony, the STORE&GO team that supported and planned construction and oper-

ation of the plant in Solothurn was present: Regio Energie Solothurn, Hochschule Rapperswil, Elec-

trochaea and SVGW. Participants from EPL and EMPA were not able to join in person. All companies 

and institutes will receive their certificate of ‘Watt d’Or 2020’. A copy of the certificate of Regio Ener-

gie Solothurn can be found in the Annex. 

During the award ceremony, a short video about the STORE&GO plant was shown. The video was 

made by the Swiss Federal office of Energy and can be found on their site and on youtube 

After the official ceremony, a networking dinner was organised, where each award winner had a 

small exhibition booth to share more detailed information about the project and allow easier access 

for questions. 

After the event, several people posted information or congratulations on LinkedIn. One example can 

be found below (Figure 3-29). Regio Energie Solothurn and the Swiss Federal office of Energy is-

sued a press release on the subject. 

 

 

Figure 3-29: LinkedIn post on the Watt d’or award 2020 for the STORE&GO plant in Solothurn 
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3.11 Additional activities 

Experiences and issues of injections will be included in the regulatory work of SVGW, especially for 

the update of the guidelines on gas quality (SVGW G18) and injection of renewable gases (SVGW 

G13). On a regular basis, the gained knowledge on the injection of renewable gases was shared by 

SVGW and Regio Energie Solothurn on the technical committee ‘G-UK4 renewable gases’ of the 

SVGW.  

This will be continued beyond the project, and the gained knowledge will be implemented in the 

revision of the SVGW Guideline G13 and G18. The publication of the revised SVGW guideline G18 

on the gas quality in the distribution grid is foreseen by end of 2020. The SVGW Guideline G13 is 

currently under revision and the updated version is expected to be published in 2021. 
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4 Conclusions  

The dissemination activity around the demo site in Solothurn was a joined effort between the partners 

in WP3. The experience with the dissemination and guided tours that have been done 2013–2016 

around the production of renewable H2 and its injection into the gas grid was a solid base for the 

activities in the frame of the STORE&GO project.  

The main stakeholders were identified and were invited to targeted events to allow a tailored dis-

semination.  

Nearly 300 persons attended the specific organised events on the demo site, and nearly 1000 per-

sons have made a guided tour on the STORE&GO plant until end of February 2020. Additionally, on 

other events in a neighbouring canton in November 2019, more than 570 attendants have been 

informed about the technology and performance of the plant. A specific focus was put on the infor-

mation of the gas industry and people from the energy sector, with targeted events and publications 

in technical journals. Events organised within the gas industry were held on the demo site to enhance 

the visibility and show the importance for such a demonstration plant.  

The dissemination activity has been very successful, which can be seen by the following numbers: 

- 7 press releases 

- 7 videos on the plant and the technology 

- Large media response with TV, radio and print / online press coverage, especially for the 

inauguration event in January 2019 and the Watt d’Or award ceremony in January 2020 

- Nearly 1000 persons in the guided tours 

- Nearly 300 persons for special events at the PtG plant with subsequent guided tours 

- 7 events organised on the demo site 

 

Additional publications on conferences or in technical journals are reported in WP9. 

The dissemination and communication activities have significantly contributed to create awareness 

of the renewable gases and the power-to-gas technology. Also from the size of the power-to-gas 

plant, a realistic picture of the operation of a commercial plant could be drawn. Throughout the year, 

beyond the end of the STORE&GO project, the dissemination will continue. 

One can assume the STORE&GO project contributed to the implementation of the first commercial 

power-to-gas Plant in the canton of Zuerich. This plant is under construction and will be commis-

sioned in 2021. 
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Annex: Press releases and Publications 

A.1 Publication Aqua & Gas N°2 / 2016: Project Start 
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A.2 Press release: Start of STORE&GO Project 
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A.3 Publication: Aqua & Gas N°5 / 2016 Project Start 
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A.4 Publication Aqua & Gas N°6 / 2016: Project outline 
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A.5 Press release: Ground breaking event May 2017 

 
 

 

  



D3.7 Dissemination activities around demonstration plant in Solothurn Page 49 of 66 

 
 

  



D3.7 Dissemination activities around demonstration plant in Solothurn Page 50 of 66 

A.6 Publication Aqua & Gas N°7/8 / 2017 part 1 : Ground breaking 
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A.7 Publication Aqua & Gas N°7/8 / 2017 part 2 Ground breaking 
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A.8 Publication Aqua & Gas N°9 / 2018 
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A.9 Press release: Inauguration event January 2019 
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A.10 Publication Aqua & Gas N°3 / 2019: Inauguration 
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A.11 Press release: Injection of synthetic methane into gas grid, 

24.6.2019 

 

P

 
 

 

 

  



D3.7 Dissemination activities around demonstration plant in Solothurn Page 59 of 66 

A.12 Press release: Achievement of 1’000h of operation, 12.12.2019 

 

 
 

 

  



D3.7 Dissemination activities around demonstration plant in Solothurn Page 60 of 66 

A.13 Press release: Watt d’Or Award, 09.01.2020 
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A.14 Publication from Swiss Federal Office of Energy (SFOE): Watt d’Or 

January 2020 
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A.15 Watt d’Or Certificate January 2020 
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A.16 Publication Aqua & Gas N°2 / 2020: Watt d’Or 2020 
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A.17 Publication Aqua & Gas N°2 / 2020: Event on operational experi-

ence December 2019 
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